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Introducing the 2006-2007 IMSA
Executive Committee — pictured
in the center photo from left to
right are Craig MacKenzie, Lenny
Addair, Greg Bothwell, Norm
Akin, Bill Moroski and Don
Fullerton. Missing from the center
photo is Aron Larson.
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Hello Friends and Associates of IMSA,

For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Norm Akin
and I was recently elected President of the IMSA’s Executive
Committee at the International Conference in Overland Park,
Kansas. I am also Director of the Arizona IMSA Section.

It is a real honor to serve as your President, and I look
forward to the numerous challenges and opportunities the
upcoming year will offer. The first challenge I had to un-
dertake was the appointment of members to the plethora of
IMSA committees. This task helps you appreciate just how
many dedicated volunteers there are helping our Associa-
tion be the best of its kind anywhere. The second task, and
one of many to come, was writing this President’s report
for the IMSA Journal.

Norm Akin

I'sat down to write this article one morning toward the end of

August. AsIstared at the computer screen contemplating the definition of writer’s block
(can you get it after three paragraphs?), I was jolted back to reality when a lightning bolt
struck a eucalyptus tree not a hundred yards from my office. I was getting out from under
my desk, and marveling at how well adrenaline can sharpen your thought processes, when
it began to pour down rain. In Arizona, during monsoon season, morning rains usually
portend big problems.

The storm continued to build with thunder booming every few minutes and rain obscuring
my view of the smoldering eucalyptus tree. I could hear the phones ringing off the hook
in our front office, which meant that our traffic crews were in for one hell of a day. Now
my phone was ringing, it’s PD dispatch letting us know that the irrigation utility is going
to release 500 CFS into the wash. I can tell from the background noise that they were being
inundated with calls. Never the less the dispatcher I spoke with was calm and collected,
relaying the information quickly, concisely and courteously.

I could remember a time when this situation would start my stomach churning, worrying
about what could go wrong. However, today I am perfectly at ease, and that’s because I
know the City is in the capable hands of dedicated, hard working, IMSA certified techni-
cians that can handle any emergency. That sure makes my job a lot easier.

By the end of this storm we were making national news with CNN showing motorists
being rescued from the normally dry Indian Bend wash. I was pleased to see our solar
powered, flood warning flashers working just fine over the signs that say, “Do not enter
when flooded”. These signs help our Police Department enforce the “Stupid Motorist
Law”. The law makes the stranded motorist responsible for the cost of their rescue. These
flasher systems have been featured in the IMSA Journal, as a matter of fact.

The IMSA plays a strong role in our employee development, training and certification. It
is also the backbone for a great network. With members from other agencies, contracting
companies and vendors always willing to help one another. In fact, after a microburst
earlier in the week a special tie rod supported mast arm was twisted off one of our few
multi-use poles. The City didn’t have a replacement in stock, but after one phone call to
our friend Ron Dubek at the City of Phoenix, we were able to borrow one immediately.

This monsoon drenched day in Arizona helped remind me of the value that well trained
public safety employees bring to the community. While Police and Fire personnel get
their well-deserved recognition, it is sometimes frustrating that the average citizen does
not recognize the role traffic technicians, dispatchers, and fire alarm personnel play in
keeping them safe.

I guess that is why I am willing to volunteer my time and efforts to the IMSA. It gives
me way to help the members of our professions who perform indispensable public safety
services, often working in obscurity, in dangerous environments and with little recogni-
tion.

I am so impressed with, and proud of, the numerous volunteer IMSA Officers and Com-
mittee members who put their hearts and souls into the job of growing and improving the
IMSA. And the glue that keeps it all together is the IMSA Office staff who truly put forth a
Herculean effort to keep the business of the IMSA running smoothly and efficiently (more
unsung heroes!). Continued on 12
page
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Continued from page 7

In closing I would like to say that the IMSA
is in excellent health both financially and
organizationally. Prior leadership has set the
association on a course to success. We have
become an Association with 10,000 members,
much improved certification programs, and
a course monitoring system to keep them up
to date. We have strong partnerships with
other organizations and are well represented
to the FHWA. Some of our current goals are
to strengthen Strategic Management and plan
for the future, look for ways to bring educa-
tion and training to our members through
on-line resources, and create a shared library
of training material.

Until next time stay safe and take care.

Norm Akin

I[MIS|A]

CERTIFICATION

CORNER...
Continued from page 10

people that are involved, the stronger
we will be. The members will make the
difference, and I will do everything to
address any concerns you have. If you're
moderating a class and find a problem,
please write it down and forward it to
the Director of Education to send to the
committee. WE WILL FIX IT!

We have recently reached a new agree-
ment with a consultant to review some
of our material. This agreement seems
to have everything we need in place and
seems very promising. So let’s get things
going and see.

I am very proud to be on board with
this fine organization as representative
of the Southwestern Section. I look for-
ward to the opportunity to work with
Greg, Lenny, and Sharon (our Director
of Education). I would like to make this
world a safer place for my children and
yours. | want to make a difference.  hope
you will help me. Thanks again for the
opportunity to serve you!

Terry Thompson
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ARIZONA: Contact: David M. Mueller (W) 623-882-7551 (F) 623-882-7562
mail) dmueller@goodyearaz.gov

ATLANTIC: Contact: John Hopkins (W) 902-421-7241 (F) 902-423-3938
(E-mail) johnh@cbcl.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA: Contact: Leonard R. Mierau (W) 604-990-9472
(F) 604-990-9476 (E-mail) lenrm@shaw.ca

CENTRAL: Contact: Jerry Lee Day (W) 316-383-7901 (F) 316-263-9241
(E-mail) jlday@sedgwick.gov

EMPIRE: Contact: James M. Hawver, (W) 607-432-6465 (F) 607-432-3055
(E-mail) jhawver @oneonta.ny.us

FARWEST: Contact:Thomas Randal, (P) 530-265-6551 (E-mail) randal@nccn.net

FLORIDA: Contact: Gary Scheuring, (W) 321-377-2394 (F) 407-665-5680
(H) 407-322-8491 (E-mail) GScheuring@seminolecountyfl.gov

GREAT BASIN: Contact: Robert Strong (C) 801-599-9528
(E-mail) robert.strong@transcore.com

INDIANA: Contact: Clair E. Lang, Jr. (W) 574-243-0901 (F) 574-243-4622
(cell) 574-876-0917 (E-mail) clang@trafficcontrolcorp.com

MICHIGAN: Contact: Bill Moroski (W) 248-890-1036 (F) 248-628-3458
(E-mail) IMSA-MISecton@Charter.net

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: Contact: Lonnie H. Tebow (W) 757-441-5818
(F) 757-484-8485 (E-mail) ltebow@ispwest.com

MIDWEST: Contact: Dan Fuchs (W) 563-323-0009 (F) 563-323-8256
(E-mail) dfuchs@browntraffic.com

NEW ENGLAND: Contact: Bob Gillespie (H & F) 860-272-0134 (C) 860-305-4620

(E-mail) NEIMSA@cox.com

NEW JERSEY: Contact: James Klinge (W) 717-200-2329 (F) 610-857-3293
(E-mail) jgklinge@comcast.com

George Baureko, Jr. (C) 732-921-1191 (F) 732-745-2501
(E-mail) RWLGB@aol.com

NEW MEXICO: Contact: John O] Ojinaga (C) 505-690-4201

NORTHWEST: Contacts: Kimberly Roberts (W) 206-296-8153 (F) 206-296-0175
(E-mail) Kim.roberts@metrokc.gov

Allyson Thompson (W) 509-576-6490 (F) 509-576-6448
(E-mail) athompso@ci.yakima.wa.us

NORTHWEST (ALASKA): Contact Robert Sickler (W) 907-688-9609

ONTARIO: Contact: Michael B. Flanigan (W) 905-615-3200 x5134
(F) 905-896-5166 (E-mail) mike.flanigan@mississauga.ca

ROCKY MOUNTAIN: Contact: Jay Heffelfinger (W) 303-422-7985
(F) 303-422-3026 (E-mail) jayh@teamwl.com

SOUTHEASTERN: Contact: Glen Bollinger (W) 912-554-7713 (C) 912-399-4660
(H) 912-262-6325 (E-mail) jesuprebel@alltel.net

SOUTHWESTERN: Contact: Ray Purdy (Cell) 972-768-1232
(F) 972-293-0001 (E-mail) ray.purdy@farmersbranch.info

TRI-STATE: Contact: John Lachmann (W) 937-424-2550 (F) 937-297-1365
(E-mail) jlachmann@capitalelectric.com

WESTERN PRAIRIE: Contact: Cory J. Bennett (W) 780-412-3837
(F) 780-412-3888 (E-mail) cbennett@epcor.ca
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