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Meet Terry Thompson . . . We continue to wish Lenny Hulme well as he recovers.

Continued on page 12
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By Terry Thompson,  International Signs and Markings Committee Chairman

I just attended my first certification committee 
meeting as Chairman of the Signs and Markings 
Committee in Overland Park. As I expected, ev-
eryone greeted me with open arms and made me 
feel very comfortable. I regret that I had to leave 
right after the meeting to return home for work 
the next morning. I would have liked to have had 
more time to discuss several things with some of 
the people involved.

For those of you who don’t know me, allow me to 
tell you a little about myself. I’m from Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, a beautiful community of about 28,000 
people in southern Oklahoma. I have a great wife, 
Wanetta, who is a high school chemistry teacher at 
her alma mater. I have three children: Tara Harris, 
24, who recently married and is attending college 
part time; another daughter, Keely, 14, who is a 
gymnast by heart and a great child; and a son, 
Brendan, 9, my great buddy with whom I talk to 
about signals and signs often.

My affiliation with IMSA began during my fifteen-
year tenure with the City of Ardmore. I began 
working for the City reading water meters, and 
soon got the opportunity to move to the Traffic 
Department as the Signs and Marking Technician. 
I really enjoyed the job and quickly learned to 
respect the responsibility that it involved. During 
my time with the City of Ardmore, I moved from 
signs and markings to traffic signals, as you know, 
small towns must cross train to achieve their goals 
as needed. I was responsible for around 40 intersec-
tions and many signs. I next became Traffic Super-
visor. We then merged with the Street Department 
and I was promoted to Field Supervisor for Streets, 
Building Maintenance, and Traffic.

I recently was a part of the sales team at Pinkley 
Sales Company. They are distributors for several 
major traffic signal products in Oklahoma and Ar-
kansas. I am currently working weekends outside 
the field to make ends meet while I am establishing 
my own traffic signal maintenance company.

My first involvement with IMSA was at the Work 
Zone Traffic Control course held in Tulsa in 1991. 
I quickly began to value the organization; its peri-
odicals and courses allowed me many opportuni-
ties to improve my knowledge and abilities. The 
many course and conferences I have attended 
have also allowed me to make acquaintances and 
form many friendships. In 1996, I was invited to 
run for the position of Third Vice President of the 
Southwestern Section; I went through the chairs 
and served as president during the 1999-2000 term. 
I was voted in as Director of the Southwestern 

Section in 2004. Following my attendance at the Denver 
conference as Director, I had to step down because of a 
change in my membership status. Due to the size of our 
Section, we have State Directors; which serve as liaisons 
for communications to the Southwestern Section Executive 
Committee. I was appointed as Oklahoma State Director in 
2005. My time in sales allowed me to promote IMSA and 
allowed me to become known all over Oklahoma.

I received my initial certification during the Tulsa Confer-
ence in WZTC. Mr. Doug Cantrell and Mr. Warren Farrell 
moderated. If you know Doug, you will understand how  
much motivational knowledge was available to me. I took 
every chance to chat with him, looking for more insight. 
At the same school, Doug Cantrell moderated Signs and 
Markings I with the same great enthusiasm. He motivated 
me to move forward, so I challenged Level II the same day, 
fortunately, I passed both classes.

My next seminar to attend was Level I Traffic Signals. It 
was a great introduction for my new crossover position. 
Level II came soon after. I then challenged Level III Signs 
and Markings, and failed. So I studied and passed the 
next time. I have also attended the IMSA Traffic Signal 
Maintenance course, Traffic Signal Troubleshooting course, 
and the Roadway Lighting course. I was in the first Traffic 
Signal Inspector course, in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. I 
also completed the Texas A&M Cabinet Troubleshooting 
Course and received 14 credit hours, it was a great course 
with type I and II cabinets.

During the time I was going through the chairs I began 
moderating WZTC and Signs and Markings. I have 
continued to do WZTC and have moderated for most of 
those people in our section that have taken the course in 
recent years. I have also moderated several other courses 
including Traffic Signals, and Traffic Signal Inspector. I 
enjoy moderating because it allows me to meet the many 
members of our organization.

My first passion was Signs and Markings, so when Mr. 
Bothwell asked me to come on Board the Signs and Mark-
ings Committee, I jumped at the chance. I have seen the 
need for attention in some of the material and content, 
but I really didn’t know how to address it. I now know. 
Here is the chance to make a difference and try to build 
enthusiasm with every student that we have in class. 
There are some small type-o’s and a few chapters that 
need attention. I am going to be looking for volunteers 
to help review material. I will also be asking for ideas on 
additional materials, which are not addressed at this time. 
If you have knowledge or interest in fabrication, the new 
reflectivity standards, or paint or thermoplastic standards 
and procedures please contact me, Greg Bothwell, Lenny 
Hulme, or Sharon Earl at the International office. The more 
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ARIZONA:  Contact: David M. Mueller (W) 623-882-7551 (F) 623-882-7562	 ( E -
mail) dmueller@goodyearaz.gov

ATLANTIC:  Contact: John Hopkins (W) 902-421-7241 (F) 902-423-3938
	 (E-mail) johnh@cbcl.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA:  Contact: Leonard R. Mierau  (W) 604-990-9472			 
	 (F) 604-990-9476 (E-mail) lenrm@shaw.ca

CENTRAL:  Contact: Jerry Lee Day (W) 316-383-7901 (F) 316-263-9241 
	 (E-mail) jlday@sedgwick.gov

EMPIRE:  Contact: James M. Hawver, (W) 607-432-6465 (F) 607-432-3055
	 (E-mail) jhawver @oneonta.ny.us

FARWEST:  Contact:Thomas Randal, (P) 530-265-6551	(E-mail) randal@nccn.net
 
FLORIDA:  Contact: Gary Scheuring, (W) 321-377-2394 (F) 407-665-5680 
	 (H) 407-322-8491 (E-mail) GScheuring@seminolecountyfl.gov

GREAT BASIN: Contact: Robert Strong (C) 801-599-9528
	 (E-mail) robert.strong@transcore.com

INDIANA:  Contact: Clair E. Lang, Jr. (W) 574-243-0901 (F) 574-243-4622 
	 (cell) 574-876-0917 (E-mail) clang@trafficcontrolcorp.com

MICHIGAN:  Contact: Bill Moroski  (W) 248-890-1036 (F) 248-628-3458			 
(E-mail) IMSA-MISecton@Charter.net

MIDDLE ATLANTIC:  Contact: Lonnie H. Tebow (W) 757-441-5818			 
	 (F) 757-484-8485  (E-mail) ltebow@ispwest.com

MIDWEST:  Contact: Dan Fuchs  (W) 563-323-0009  (F) 563-323-8256			 
	 (E-mail) dfuchs@browntraffic.com

NEW  ENGLAND:  Contact: Bob Gillespie  (H & F) 860-272-0134 (C) 860-305-4620
	 (E-mail) NEIMSA@cox.com

NEW JERSEY:  Contact: James Klinge (W) 717-200-2329 (F) 610-857-3293  
	 (E-mail) jqklinge@comcast.com
George Baureko, Jr. (C) 732-921-1191 (F) 732-745-2501
	 (E-mail) RWLGB@aol.com

NEW MEXICO:  Contact: John OJ Ojinaga (C) 505-690-4201
	
NORTHWEST:  Contacts: Kimberly Roberts (W) 206-296-8153 (F) 206-296-0175 
	 (E-mail) Kim.roberts@metrokc.gov
Allyson Thompson (W) 509-576-6490 (F) 509-576-6448 
	 (E-mail) athompso@ci.yakima.wa.us

NORTHWEST (ALASKA): Contact Robert Sickler (W) 907-688-9609

ONTARIO:  Contact: Michael B. Flanigan (W) 905-615-3200 x5134  
	 (F) 905-896-5166  (E-mail) mike.flanigan@mississauga.ca

ROCKY MOUNTAIN:  Contact: Jay Heffelfinger  (W) 303-422-7985			 
	 (F) 303-422-3026  (E-mail) jayh@teamwl.com

SOUTHEASTERN:  Contact: Glen Bollinger  (W) 912-554-7713	(C) 912-399-4660 
	 (H) 912-262-6325 (E-mail) jesuprebel@alltel.net

SOUTHWESTERN:  Contact: Ray Purdy (Cell)  972-768-1232 
	 (F) 972-293-0001 (E-mail) ray.purdy@farmersbranch.info

TRI-STATE:  Contact: John Lachmann  (W) 937-424-2550 (F) 937-297-1365		
	 (E-mail) jlachmann@capitalelectric.com

WESTERN PRAIRIE:  Contact: Cory J. Bennett  (W) 780-412-3837			 
	 (F) 780-412-3888  (E-mail) cbennett@epcor.ca

SECTION CERTIFICATION CONTACTS
Continued from page 7

In closing I would like to say that the IMSA 
is in excellent health both financially and 
organizationally.  Prior leadership has set the 
association on a course to success.  We have 
become an Association with 10,000 members, 
much improved certification programs, and 
a course monitoring system to keep them up 
to date.  We have strong partnerships with 
other organizations and are well represented 
to the FHWA.  Some of our current goals are 
to strengthen Strategic Management and plan 
for the future, look for ways to bring educa-
tion and training to our members through 
on-line resources, and create a shared library 
of training material.

Until next time stay safe and take care.

Norm Akin

PRESIDENT’S REPORT . . .

people that are involved, the stronger 
we will be. The members will make the 
difference, and I will do everything to 
address any concerns you have. If you’re 
moderating a class and find a problem, 
please write it down and forward it to 
the Director of Education to send to the 
committee. WE WILL FIX IT!

We have recently reached a new agree-
ment with a consultant to review some 
of our material. This agreement seems 
to have everything we need in place and 
seems very promising. So let’s get things 
going and see.

I am very proud to be on board with 
this fine organization as representative 
of the Southwestern Section. I look for-
ward to the opportunity to work with 
Greg, Lenny, and Sharon (our Director 
of Education). I would like to make this 
world a safer place for my children and 
yours. I want to make a difference. I hope 
you will help me. Thanks again for the 
opportunity to serve you!

Terry Thompson

CERTIFICATION 
CORNER . . .
Continued from page 10


